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of the Eisenach professors, who in the end became the strongest
advocates of their policy, under the title of 'social reform3.

Marx

We are now in a position to place Marxian socialism in its
proper relationship to the many other forms of socialist doctrine
which the nineteenth century produced. The classical econo-
mists claimed to be scientists. As such it was their business to
explain the phenomena which fell within their department of
knowledge. But they were not content with this. They were
politicians as well as economists, They endeavoured to apply
their science. Adam Smith and Ricardo attacked State inter-
ference with trade and the vested interests which sprang up
under mercantilist protectionism. Their disciples went on to
attack all forms of State interference in economic matters. It
was principally for this reason that the classical economists
aroused opposition amongst the earlier socialists. Wherever
the latter denied the truth of economic theory it was generally
in order either to disprove the beneficence or to prove the
viciousness of laisser faire. The attitude of Marx was totally
different. He accepted the greater part of classical economics,
and set out to develop it from the point at which Ricardo had left
it. And he sought to prove as a scientific economist, not that
State intervention in this manner or that manner was desirable,
not that the labouring classes could receive justice by means of
some fantastic scheme, such as Proudhon's Exchange Bank or
Owen's Labour Exchange, but that the complete socialization
of all the means of production was the inevitable end to which
evolutionary tendencies must drive the capitalist system,

Karl Marx was born at Treves in 1818, studied philosophy
at Bonn, and became the editor of a radical newspaper. He
took an active part in the Revolution of 1848, and afterwards
fled to London, where he spent the rest of his life. He published
several works on socialism in his earlier years, but his real
influence did not begin to make itself felt until the last ten years
of his life, and it did not reach its zenith until some time after
his death, if indeed it has done so yet. For the greater part of